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Happy New Year to all our members old and new! 

We’re delighted to bring you the first issue of our new quarterly newsletter. We’re planning
new features and articles that will keep you abreast of everything happening at the
Museum, as well as taking you behind the scenes to tell you about some of the fascinating
things in our collection. We’d love to hear your ideas for other features to include.



It is with great sadness that the Mississippi Valley Textile Museum (MVTM) grieves the loss 
of our dedicated volunteer Bernard Cameron. Mr. Cameron was an active community 
member for the MVTM. He served on the Board of Directors for 17 years and was President 
of the Board from 1999 to 2001. He had worked at the Rosamond No. 1 Mill in summers 
during high school, and was passionate about keeping its history alive. He shared many 
stories and artifacts with the museum to help preserve the legacy of the textile mills in Almonte.

“Mr. Cameron taught at my high school when I was in Chatham (Chatham Kent Secondary 
School). When I moved to Ottawa to go to college I began volunteering at the Mississippi 
Valley Textile Museum. One of my jobs was to greet museum visitors,  and I was delighted 
to see my old teacher again as he entered the museum one morning. I greeted him with a 
smile, and the first thing he said was "Good grief, are you stalking me?" We regularly 
shared a lot of good memories of Chatham.” 
Michael Rikley-Lancaster, Executive Director/Curator.

His dedication to teaching, heritage, and community well-being will never be forgotten.
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CURRENT EXHIBITION:
Surface Fabrications

If you think that architecture and quilting
seem unrelated, think again. Once you
experience “Surface Fabrications,” you will
never look at a building the same way!
Opening on , the exhibit
features the work of artists Diane Laundy
and Robin Laws-Field. 

Diane Laundy brings the eye of a
photographer and the design sensibility of
the quilter to the skyscraper, where she
discovers poetry, playfulness and patterns
of beauty and originality.  “There is an
inherent sense of order and structure in
both quilting and architecture,” says
Laundy, “that lends itself to the creation of
pattern and rhythm. I approach
architecture as a fabric to be cut and
shaped by my viewfinder, and patterned
and embroidered by the world around it. I
take pleasure in showing people the world
in a different way – as I see it – exploring
a shape; revealing a sensuous texture; a
quiet moment or a rhythmic pattern. Both
the natural and urban worlds provide
much of my inspiration. I tend to look for
the abstract in my subjects, playing with
light and colour to capture an unusual
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viewpoint or element.” Laundy presents
her creations on archival paper and silk
and suspends them from rods hung as
quilts are hung.

Robin Laws-Field was searching for a new
approach to her fibre art as she zoomed
her camera lens in on the textured
surfaces of sites she was visiting.  She
suddenly realized that she had discovered
a new way to create abstraction in her
work. The images in this exhibition come
from sites around the globe and all focus
on surfaces: peeling paint on a shutter in
Turkey or footprints in the sands of India. 
She interprets these with a range of media
from paint and dye to clay and yarn,
always incorporating a threaded needle
wending its way through the composition.
Laws Field notes that “colour and texture
pull me in and keep me up at night until
I’ve figured out how to make them mine;
and then how to picture them so that
others can see what I see, be it beautiful,
ugly, political, sentimental, funny or just a
scintillating juxtaposition of bits and pieces
that somehow please. And, because much
of my inspiration has arrived in places not
my own there is always a memory of place
attached.” 

Come and be dazzled as these two
talented artists show us a new way of
looking at the world. “Surface
Fabrications” runs from December 8
until . The official
opening event is on 

 from 2 to 4 pm .

February 13, 2016



Losing Dave: An Artist's Journey
Through Loss
A textile art exhibit

By Johnnene Maddison

Official Opening event 

Mississippi Valley Textile Museum:
Annual General Meeting

 
 

March 1, 2016 to April 16, 2016

Saturday March 5,
2016, 2pm to 4pm

Saturday May 28th 2pm to 4pm

A Worker's Ale: 
An Ale Tasting and Fundraising Event for
Mississippi Valley Textile Museum

 

Verdigris and Threads:
A woven copper and thread exhibit 

By Fran Solar and Sayward Johnson            
Official Opening event 

Saturday April 23

May 3, 2016 to July 16, 2016

Saturday May 7,
2016, 2pm to 4pm

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
December 2015 to May 2016

Soup for Thought: 
Museum fundraiser

Food and museum lovers attending the
lunch will enjoy gourmet soup from the best
restaurants in Almonte, and take home the
handmade stoneware bowl it was served in,
courtesy of the Almonte Potter’s Guild.
Buttered rolls, dessert, coffee or tea will
round out the complementary menu.

There are two seatings:
Seating One: 
Seating Two: 

February 20, 2016

11:30 am to 1:00 pm
1:30 pm to 3:00 pm



FUNDING
We are happy to announce that the Museum has received funding from Library and
Archives Canada’s, Documentary Heritage Communities Program to hire a Project
Coordinator from December 1, 2015 to . The project coordinator will
continue the digitization of the Almonte Gazette newspapers from 1993 to 2003. This
will involve purchasing equipment and gathering documents, as well as digitization.
The Museum has 100% funding in place to conduct all this work. I am pleased to
announce that Matthew Moxley, former Administrative Assistant to the Executive
Director/ Curator and Digitization Technician has been hired on a contract for the
project. Welcome back Matthew!

Almonte’s public skating rink was once located on
Coleman Island. We do know that the Rosamond family
were part owners of the rink, but more research is
needed to uncover  details about the rink’s history. This
Canadian Bank of Commerce notebook with a
red/maroon leather cover was used to write down
“deposits” for the use of the rink. In this particular book,
payments from those using the rink start in the 1920s. 

TO MAKE A DONATION
VISIT WWW.MVTM.CA

March 31, 2016

MVTM Collection:
 
2012.09.02
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Welcome To Our New Museum Advisor
The Museum   has recently acquired the pro bono services of Elizabeth McCrea for one year. She will
serve as ex-officio advisor to the   Board of Directors, assist the Communications Committee chaired by
Mary Pal, and work with Michael Rikley-Lancaster on key initiatives based on museum priorities.

Elizabeth is a Communications Consultant specializing in museum communications and marketing,
strategic planning, public relations and corporate communications. After 15 years, she recently retired
from the Canadian Museum of Nature as the Director of Communications and Marketing. Elizabeth is
currently on contract to the Alliance of Natural History Museums of Canada, a national network of natural
history museums.



She has held several board positions over the years – they are as follows:

Alliance of Natural History Museums of Canada
Communications Chair (2004- 2010)

Attractions Ontario
Board Member (1999 – 2000)
President (April 2000 – 2003)

Tourism Federation of Ontario

Executive: 1st Vice-Chair (October, 2000- March 2001)

Ontario Tourism Marketing Partnership
Domestic Committee (Board member)

Cultural Attractions Committee (National Museums - Ottawa)
Committee member

International Museums’ Day (Ottawa)
Co-chair (1999/2000)

Ottawa Tourism and Convention Authority
Board of Directors: Elected (1993-95)

volunteers at The Hub and Cornerstone Community
Church and has served on the Mississippi Mills
Library Board. She still finds time to work part-time in
downtown Almonte and also teach drama. Early in her
career, Kathy taught Grade 4 and was also a nature
interpreter for the MNR. Her educational background
is in Environmental Studies and Education).

with a long-standing volunteer commitment to the
non-profit community.   Fraser has had extensive
dealings with a number of senior level management
teams across various industries, government, and
non-profit organizations, and his management roles
have included international experience, as well as
serving on the boards of a number of non-profit
organizations and a publicly traded company. 
Primarily areas of expertise include leadership
learning; fund-raising and marketing; governance; e-
learning program development; and project
management.

Meet Our Board Members

Kathy Priddle
President. 

Kathy has lived and worked in Almonte for more than
23 years.   She has raised her 3 children here and
been a tireless volunteer over the years.  Her roles
have ranged from President of the Almonte Toy
Lending Library to President of the MVTM. Kathy also

Fraser Scantlebury 
Vice-President.

Fraser Scantlebury is currently the Executive Director
of the United Way Lanark County, having joined the
organization in the spring of 2011 as Fund
Development Officer.   He brings to that position an
extensive business career as a consultant, combined



Bryan Stephenson
Treasurer.

Bryan has a background of leadership and
achievement across operational, training and
administrative environments in public, private and
charitable sectors. He has experience in strategic
planning, restructuring, personnel, financial
management, policy formulation and governance.
Bryan is a retired Major-General with the Canadian
Armed Forces and retired software development
company executive. Currently Bryan is the Executive
Director of Catch The Fire, a group of charities with
global presence with a focus on missions, church
growth and expansion.

Mary Pal 
Secretary.

Mary is a Canadian fibre artist best known for her
cheesecloth portraits. Her work has been exhibited
internationally,  purchased for private and museum
collections throughout North America, as well as
published in several books and magazines.  A teacher
for over 35 years, Mary is an enthusiastic promoter of
the fibre art movement and she conducts workshops
worldwide. She served on the International Board of
Directors of Studio Art Quilt Associates (SAQA),
where she organized successful international
conferences and special fundraising events for six
years. She has worked in the development office of a
national charity, the Learning Disabilities Association
of Canada, since 2008.

Alan Jones 
Past President.

Alan was the Chief Valuator for Revenue Canada,
and retired in 2000.  He and Glenda moved to their
new home in West Carleton in 1994. They have 20
acres of ANSI land -Area of Natural and Scientific
Interest.   Alan is an MBA, and a Fellow of the
Chartered Business Valuators, the Chartered
Professional Accountants, and the Certified General
Accountants.   He has been involved with the
Mississippi Valley Textile Museum (MVTM) since
1995,and served as treasurer 1997-2003 and
president 2008-2012.  He has served on a number of
local initiatives, such as the Stewardship Committee,
the Heritage Committee, the Mills Community Support
Corporation and the Mississippi Valley Conservation
Authority.   Alan and Glenda won the Mississippi
Volunteerism Award in 2013.

Jill Moxley 
Director and Communications Chair.

Jill is a retired editor and writer. She has worked in
the fields of biology, economics and finance, and
worked at the Bank of Canada for over 25 years. Her
background includes serving for the past 26 years on
the Board of the Auld Kirk Cemetery ,as well as
fundraising and advocating as a director at the Mill of
Kintail. Her books include  Faking It! A History of
Counterfeiting in Canada  and  Almonte: Faces and
Places 1880-1980. She is a long-time volunteer at the
MVTM.

Jill McCubbin 
Director.

Jill is a Councillor, Mississippi Mills, Almonte Ward,
also works at the Mississippi Mills Public Library and
at two online and social media marketing contracts for
private organizations. She was previously with
market2world communications in Almonte for seven
years. Jill has years of experience running and
managing small businesses (mainly bookstores). Her
background in communications includes website
design and development. Jill has worked in publishing
and editing as well - at Apple Press and as a founder
and past editor of  the Humm  and  Independently



Michael Rikley-Lancaster - Coordinator
Jill Moxley - Editor
Matthew Moxley - Contributor


